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Annotation. The article explores the crucial role of legal consciousness in shaping an anti-corruption culture
within the context of modern Kazakhstan. It argues that while legislative and institutional reforms have been implemented
in recent years, the effectiveness of anti-corruption efforts largely depends on the level of legal awareness among citizens.
Legal consciousness is viewed as a key factor influencing individual attitudes toward justice, law, and state institutions.
The study is based on a sociological survey involving university students and public servants, highlighting current
perceptions of corruption and the tools believed to be most effective in countering it. The findings suggest that although
most respondents recognize the harmful effects of corruption, there is a lack of active resistance due to limited legal
knowledge and civic engagement. The article emphasizes the need to integrate legal education and anti-corruption values
into the formal education system and public policy.
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CBIBAMJIAC JKEMKOPJIBIKKA KAPCHI MOJIEHMETTE KYKBIKTBIK CAHAHBI
KAJIBITITACTBIPY

AnHoTtanusi. Maxkanana kasipri Kasakcran >karmaiibiHza cbl0aiiiac >KEMKODJIBIKKA Kapchl MOAEHHETTI
KaJIBINTaCTBIPYIaFbl KYKBIKTBIK CaHAHBIH HICHIyNIi peni KapacTelpburraH. OHIAa COHFBI JKbUIJAphl 3aHHAMAIIBIK KOHE
WHCTUTYIMOHAIABIK pedhopMarap >Ky3ere achlpbUIFaHBIMEH, ChbI0aiiac >KeMKOPIIBIKKA KapChl 1C-KUMBULABIH THIMIIIIITI
KeIl KaFJai/ia a3aMaTTap/iblH KYKBIKTHIK CAaHACBIHBIH JIeHreiiHe OaillaHbICThl eKeHAIr nanengenai. KyKpIKThIK caHa
JKEKe TYJIFaHbIH COT TOpEIiriHe, KYKbIKKa KOHE MEMJICKETTIK MHCTUTYTTapFa KaThlHAChIHA CEp €TETiH Heri3ri ¢akrop
peTiHze KapacThpblUIaJbl. 3epTTey YHUBEPCHUTET CTYIEHTTEPIHIH KaThICYbIMEH JKYPTI3UIT€H COIHOJIOTHSIIBIK
cayaJlHaMara HETI3/eNreH, chl0aillac JKeMKOPJBIKTBIH Ka3ipri TYCIHIN MEH OFaH Kapchl KypecTe €H THIMII Jjen
caHaJaThIH Kypasaapasl kepcerei. HoTwkenep pecrioHASHTTePiH KOIIIILIIT chibaiiiac 5)KeMKOPJIBIKTBIH 3USHBI 9CEPiH
MOWBIH/IaFaHBIMEH, KYKBIKTHIK OUTIM MEH a3aMaTThIK O€JCEHIUNIKTIH IIeKTeyli OoJiyblHa OaiaHbICThI OeiceHIi
KapCBUIBIK JKOK €KEHIH Kepceremi. Makanmamga KYKBIKTHIK OumiM Oepy MeH chI0aiiac KeMKOPJBIKKa Kapchl
KYHIBUIBIKTAp/bI popMaiib il OitiM Oepy *Kyieci MeH MEeMIIEKETTIK casicaTka OipiKTipy Ka)XKeTTLIiri aTarn eTuUIreH.

KinrTi ce3nep. KyKbIKTBIK caHa, KYKBIKTHIK MOJICHUET, a3aMaTThIK KOFaM, OUTIM, IU(PIBIK TEXHOJIOTHsIap,
KYKBIKTBIK TOpOHe, chl0aiiac >keMKOPIIBIKKA KapChl MOJICHHET.
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®OPMHPOBAHUE ITPABOBOI'O CO3HAHMS B AHTUKOPPYIIIIMOHHON
KYJBTYPE

AHHoTanusi. B craTtee paccMmoTpeHa pemraronias poiib  MPAaBOBOTO CO3HAHHWA B (OPMHPOBAHUH
AQHTUKOPPYIIIMOHHOHN KYJIBTYPBI B COBpEMEHHBIX ycioBHsix Kazaxcrana. HecMoTps Ha To, 4TO B 1ociieJHHE TO/IbI ObIIH
IIPOBEJICHBI 3aKOHOJATENIbHBIE ¥ WHCTUTYLHOHAIBHBIE pedopMbl, 3¢ (PEeKTUBHOCTE OOPHOBI ¢ KOppYyNLUEeH BO MHOIOM
3aBUCHT OT YPOBHs IPAaBOBOTO CO3HAHWs rpaxkaaH. [IpaBoBoe CO3HaHME paccMaTpHBaeTCs Kak KIOUeBOH (akTop,
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BIIUSIIOIIUI HA OTHOLIEHHE JINYHOCTHU K IIPABOCY/MIO, IPaBy U FOCYJapCTBEHHBIM HHCTUTYyTaM. McciaeqoBaHue OCHOBaHO
Ha COLMOJIOTHYECKOM OIPOCE C YYacCTHEM CTYJCHTOB YHHMBEPCUTETOB U JEMOHCTPHPYET COBPEMEHHOE MOHHMAaHUE
Koppynuuu W Hauboinee s¢ddexTuBHBIE cpencTBa OOpbObI ¢ Hel. PesynbraThl MOKa3bIBalOT, YTO OOJBLIIMHCTBO
PECIOHIEHTOB NPU3HAIOT BPEIHOE BIMSHUE KOPPYIIHH, OJHAKO M3-32 OFPAaHUYCHHOTO YpPOBHS NPAaBOBLIX 3HAHUN U
IpaKAaHCKOH aKTHBHOCTH aKTHBHOTO IPOTHBOACIHCTBUS HET. B cTaTthe moguepkuBacTcsi HEOOXOAUMOCTh MHTETPALUH
IIPaBOBOr0 00Pa30BaHMS U aHTUKOPPYNIIHOHHBIX IIEHHOCTEH B (JOPMANIbHYIO CHCTEMY 00pa30BaHMs M TOCYJapCTBEHHYTO

TIOJIUTUKY.

KiioueBble cjioBa: IpaBOBOE CO3HAHME, NPaBOBas KyJbTypa, TpakIaHCKOe oOIecTBo, oOpa3oBaHMe,
(pOBEIE TEXHOJIOTHH, IIPABOBOE BOCITUTaHUE, AHTHKOPPYILUOHHAS KYJIbTypa.

It is undeniable that corruption has a
significant impact on the socio-economic
development, stability, and the establishment
of the rule of law in any society. Without a
comprehensive and systematic approach to
combating corruption, the effectiveness of
public administration, the country's investment
attractiveness, and citizens' trust in the legal
system cannot be ensured. Today, one of the
most pressing global issues is the formation of
an anti-corruption culture.

In recent years, the Republic of
Kazakhstan has undertaken a series of
legislative and institutional reforms aimed at
combating corruption. Notable among these
efforts are the adoption of the Law "On
Combating Corruption,” the establishment of
specialized authorized bodies, and the
implementation of e-government and open
budget systems. These initiatives represent
significant  steps  toward enhancing
transparency and accountability in public
administration.

However, the existence of legal
mechanisms alone is not sufficient to
effectively address corruption. There is a
critical need for the continuous development of
legal culture and legal consciousness among
the population. Sustainable anti-corruption
efforts must not rely solely on punitive
measures, but also on fostering public respect
for the law and promoting legal awareness as a
foundation for long-term change.

Legal consciousness represents a set
of citizens’ perceptions and attitudes toward
legality, justice, the law, and the state. In the
context of building an anti-corruption culture,
legal awareness plays a crucial and defining
role.

The relevance of this topic lies in the
fact that, despite the availability of sufficient
legislative and institutional mechanisms in
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Kazakhstan today, the overall level of legal
awareness remains inadequate. Low legal
literacy among youth, the persistence of
corruption-prone  behavior among public
officials, and the limited engagement of civil
society institutions continue to hinder the
process of fostering a legal culture. Therefore,
from a scientific perspective, examining the
interrelation between legal consciousness and
anti-corruption  culture, and developing
concrete recommendations, is of particular
importance.

Scientific novelty — This article
provides a comprehensive examination of the
interrelationship between the concepts of anti-
corruption culture and legal consciousness.
Furthermore, based on international best
practices, the study proposes new mechanisms
adapted specifically to the socio-legal context
of Kazakhstan.

The concept of legal consciousness is
regarded as one of the fundamental categories
in legal theory. Many scholars interpret it as
individuals’ attitude toward the law, their
perception of legal values, and their trust in
legality. For instance, the Russian researcher
A.V. Malko describes legal consciousness as
“a specific form of social consciousness,”
emphasizing that it consists of a system of
views, ideas, and perceptions related to legal
phenomena [1]. Kazakh legal scholar
G.Sapargalyev, in turn, identifies legal
consciousness as the core of legal culture in
society, viewing it as a crucial factor that
determines the qualitative nature of the
relationship between the state and society [2].

The issue of fostering legal culture
and legal consciousness has also been widely

examined in international practice.
Transparency International, in its annual
reports, demonstrates that low levels of

corruption are often closely linked to the
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public’s legal literacy and trust in the rule of
law. Studies conducted by the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
emphasize that in addition to the legal
framework, cultural and educational factors
play a critical role in combating corruption [3].

Foreign researchers, such as R. Klaus
and S. Rose-Ackerman, emphasize that the
effectiveness of anti-corruption culture is
directly linked to the activity level of civil
society institutions. A review of the literature
reveals that legal consciousness and anti-
corruption culture are closely interconnected
phenomena. A low level of legal awareness
serves as one of the social foundations of
corruption. Conversely, a high level of legal
consciousness contributes to the rejection of
corrupt practices and fosters respect for the
rule of law. In this regard, many scholars
underline the critical importance of shaping
legal awareness through the education system
[4].

Based on international experience, the

following approaches are highlighted as
effective ways to strengthen legal culture and
foster an anti-corruption culture:

- Introducing specialized courses in
schools and higher education institutions (for
example, the practices of Singapore and South
Korea);

- Enbancing transparency and
accountability in public service (as seen in
Sweden and Finland);

- Increasing the engagement of civil
society and the media (based on experiences
from the United States and European
countries).

Therefore, as identified through the
literature review, a comprehensive approach to
the issues of legal consciousness and anti-
corruption culture remains highly relevant in
the context of Kazakhstan. Further research is
needed in this area, particularly focusing on the
socio-psychological and cultural aspects of
developing legal awareness.

the topic of legal | assess the level of | international

Analysis of scientific | The study used a | Comparative legal analysis Content analysis
literature survey method.
The works of domestic | This method | The anti-corruption legislation of | A review of official reports

and foreign scientists on | allowed us to | the Republic of Kazakhstan and | and statistical data from

consciousness and legal | legal awareness in | (UN Convention against | International, UNODC,
culture were studied. society. Corruption, OECD | and the Anti-Corruption
recommendations) were | Agency of the Republic of
compared Kazakhstan was conducted.

legal documents | Transparency

The study employed a survey method,
which allowed for the assessment of the level
of legal consciousness within society.

Survey description:

- Sample size: 200 respondents, including
students from universities in Astana, Almaty,
and regional higher education institutions, as
well as public sector employees.

- Social composition: 60% of respondents
were students, while 40% were employees of
state and local government bodies.

- Age range: 18 to 25 years old.

- Survey format: Conducted both online
(via Google Forms) and offline (paper-based).

The main sections of the survey
questions were as follows:

Level of legal consciousness:

- "Do you consider your knowledge of
Kazakhstan’s legislation to be sufficient?"
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- "In your opinion, does respect for the law
ensure justice in society?"

Attitudes toward corruption:

- "Do you believe that corruption hinders
the development of society?"

- "Have you ever witnessed instances of
corruption in everyday life?"

Ways to develop legal culture:

- "What do you consider the most effective
tool for raising legal awareness?" (education,
mass media, social networks, strengthening
legislation)

- "Do you promote an anti-corruption
attitude within your community?"

The survey was conducted only in
certain regions and therefore does not fully
represent the entire population of Kazakhstan.

The respondents’ answers were
subjective in nature. Due to the limited
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timeframe of the study, it was not possible to
compare the results with long-term dynamics.

These methodological approaches
allowed for measuring the level of legal
consciousness, identifying societal attitudes
toward corruption, and assessing which factors
play a decisive role in fostering an anti-
corruption culture.

The survey conducted during the
research made it possible to determine the level
of legal awareness in society and attitudes
toward anti-corruption culture.

According to the survey results, 62%
of respondents believe that respect for the law
ensures justice in society. Meanwhile, 21%
expressed doubt about this view, and 17%
completely disagreed. This indicates that the
level of public trust in the law has not yet been
fully established.

The vast majority of respondents —
83% — identified corruption as the main
obstacle to societal development. Only 10%
described this phenomenon as "sometimes
potentially beneficial,” while 7% expressed a
neutral opinion.

In response to the question, "What is
the most effective tool to increase legal
awareness?" 45% of respondents pointed to the
education system, 28% to mass media and

social networks, 19% to strengthening
legislation, and 8% to civil society
organizations.

These findings underscore the

importance of fostering legal culture within the
educational process. According to young
people, anti-corruption culture should be
systematically introduced as a separate subject
or educational focus in universities and
schools.

Several key conclusions can be drawn
from the results obtained:

- The level of legal awareness remains
insufficient. Nearly half of the respondents
admitted to lacking a full understanding of the
legislation. This highlights the relevance of
improving legal education at all levels.

- There is a declared anti-corruption
stance, but practical engagement is limited.
Although the majority of participants perceive
corruption as a harmful phenomenon, few take
active steps to prevent it in practice.

- Education emerged as a decisive
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factor. The role of schools and higher
education institutions is crucial in shaping
legal culture. This finding aligns with
international best practices, where countries
such as Singapore, South Korea, and Finland
integrate legal education from early stages of
schooling.

- A distinction was observed between
students and public servants. While students
pointed to a lack of legal knowledge,
government employees were more likely to
report direct exposure to corruption incidents.

These insights emphasize the need for
a comprehensive and systemic approach to
developing legal consciousness and anti-
corruption culture, particularly through the
education system.

In a society with a high level of legal
consciousness, the social foundations of
corruption are significantly weakened, and as
trust in the rule of law strengthens, citizens are
more likely to take an active stance against
unlawful actions. Overall, the findings of the
study confirm that enhancing legal awareness
plays a pivotal role in fostering an anti-
corruption culture.

The results also revealed the need for
a comprehensive approach to developing both
legal consciousness and anti-corruption
culture. In this regard, the following
recommendations can be proposed:

- Introduce dedicated modules on
legal culture and anti-corruption education into
school curricula. It is essential not only to teach
students about the law but also to instill values
such as justice, integrity, and transparency
from an early age.

- Integrate a compulsory elective
course titled “Fundamentals of Anti-
Corruption Culture” into higher education
programs across all disciplines. This course
should aim to promote ethical behavior and
civic responsibility among future
professionals, regardless of their field of study.

These measures would contribute to
forming a legally literate and socially
responsible generation, thereby strengthening

the institutional and cultural resistance to
corruption.
The wuse of interactive teaching

methods—such as case studies, role-playing,
and debates—can significantly enhance
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students' ability to critically evaluate legal
issues and develop independent reasoning in
addressing them.

Improving the public service career
model is also essential. In the recruitment and
promotion of civil servants, not only
professional competencies but also adherence
to anti-corruption behavior and ethical
standards should be evaluated.

Introducing a system of rewards and
incentives is recommended, wherein public
officials demonstrating exemplary anti-
corruption behavior are formally recognized
and rewarded.

Expanding e-Government (eGov)
services plays a key role in reducing corruption
risks by ensuring that all public services are
accessible in an online format, minimizing
direct contact between citizens and officials.

Enhancing the “Open Budget” and “e-
Construction” platforms would enable citizens
to monitor the use of budgetary funds in real-
time, thereby increasing transparency and
public accountability in public spending.

These strategies reflect a multi-level
approach to institutional reform and cultural
transformation in the fight against corruption.

In his Address to the Nation entitled
"Kazakhstan in the Era of Artificial
Intelligence: Key Challenges and the Need for
Comprehensive  Digital  Transformation”,
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
emphasized the development of artificial
intelligence and its influence on youth
behavior [5]. In this regard, it is imperative to
introduce Al-based monitoring systems to
automatically detect suspicious activities in
public procurement and tenders.

Enhancing digital literacy is crucial
for increasing public trust in online platforms
and encouraging active civic engagement
through digital tools.

It is also essential to support anti-
corruption projects by NGOs and youth
organizations through state grants, thereby
fostering grassroots initiatives and civil society
participation.

Consistent anti-corruption awareness
campaigns should be conducted through mass
media and social networks to promote a culture
of integrity and transparency.

Furthermore, engaging youth
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volunteer movements in anti-corruption efforts
can serve as a powerful mechanism for
mobilizing civic responsibility and promoting
ethical behavior among younger generations.
The findings of the conducted
research clearly demonstrate the decisive role
of legal consciousness in shaping an anti-
corruption culture. Legal consciousness,
understood as the collective perceptions and
attitudes of citizens towards the law, justice,
and state institutions, serves as a key factor in
fostering intolerance toward corruption. When
the level of legal awareness is low, individuals
tend to perceive corruption as a normal
phenomenon and are less likely to engage in
active resistance. In contrast, in societies with
a high level of legal consciousness, trust in the
law is strengthened, and corruption is widely
condemned as a socially unacceptable

behavior.

The survey results obtained during the
research  enabled  several important
conclusions. First, nearly half of the

respondents acknowledged that they do not
fully  understand  Kazakhstan's  legal
framework, indicating that the system of legal
education still requires significant
improvement. Second, while the majority of
respondents recognized corruption as a major
obstacle to the country’s development, they
also demonstrated a lack of personal initiative
in preventing it. Third, the fact that education
and public awareness were identified as the
most effective tools for cultivating legal
awareness confirms the presence of a demand
for legal culture, particularly among the
younger generation in Kazakhstan.

From a scientific perspective, the
novelty of this study lies in the comprehensive
examination of the interrelationship between
legal consciousness and anti-corruption
culture. While previous research has often
addressed legal culture or corruption as
separate issues, this article highlights their
synergy and mutual influence.

In the current context, there is a
growing necessity for the systematic
development of legal education and anti-
corruption culture within the education system.
To achieve this, the introduction of specialized
courses in schools and higher education
institutions, along with the implementation of
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innovative teaching methods, is essential.

Digital technologies are emerging as
effective modern tools for reducing corruption.
E-government  platforms, open budget
systems, and artificial intelligence-based
monitoring mechanisms enhance public trust
and significantly minimize corruption risks.

Moreover, civil society and the media
play an active role in cultivating legal
consciousness. The projects implemented by
non-governmental organizations and sustained
information ~ campaigns  contribute  to
embedding anti-corruption values within
society, reinforcing a culture of transparency,
accountability, and rule of law.

Within the scope of the study, certain
limitations were encountered. As the survey
was conducted only in selected regions, the
findings may not be fully representative of the
entire population of Kazakhstan. Additionally,
due to time constraints, it was not possible to
track dynamic changes over a longer period.
Nevertheless, the data collected were sufficient
to identify key trends in the formation of anti-
corruption culture and legal consciousness.

In the future, it is essential to conduct
more in-depth research on the socio-
psychological dimensions of legal
consciousness. This includes examining the
psychological causes of corruption-prone
behavior, the value orientations of youth, and
the social factors influencing legal culture.
Furthermore, comprehensive studies assessing
the impact of digital technologies on legal
culture are of particular relevance.

In conclusion, fostering an anti-
corruption culture in Kazakhstan must go
beyond legislative measures and focus on
enhancing society’s level of legal awareness.
This is a long-term process that requires
coordinated efforts from the education system,
public service institutions, digital governance
tools, and civil society organizations. Raising
the level of legal consciousness will ultimately
weaken the social foundations of corruption
and contribute to building a rule-of-law-based
and just society in Kazakhstan.
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